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First part
An example of a horizontal relationship between different levels of government in the U.S. What makes it possible for this relationship to exist? Has this horizontal relationship benefited the public more than if the relationship did not exist? Explain why or why not. 
Federalism has it that authority is divided between the national and state governments (Burnham, 2016). As a result, relations among states are developed. Demonstration of horizontal relations, for instance, is manifested in the cooperation observed among states where states create similar laws, reciprocate statutes, and enter into administrative agreements with each other and the way regional and officials of the national government associated with each other (Gerken & Holtzblatt, 2014). A specific case in point is the recorded peaceful resolution of the dispute over the boundary line between two states relating to the Missouri River that has been shifting its course over time (Burnham, 2016). The fact that the horizontal relationship between states is both cooperative and competitive facilitates the ability of the relationship to exist (Gerken & Holtzblatt, 2014).  According to Gerken & Holtzblatt (2014), the U.S constitution outlines some mechanisms that are designed to facilitate interstate cooperation. However, note must be taken that the said constitution highly motivates states to be opportunistic in the relations (Gerken & Holtzblatt, 2014). Studies indicate that the horizontal relationship has greatly benefited the public more than if the relationship never existed (Burnham, 2016). To prove this, there are numerous cases in point, but this paper shall refer to the above stated specific example which illustrates the way these relations enabled amicable dispute resolutions on boundaries. It is without the doubt that had the states not used the horizontal relations framework to resolve the dispute; there might have erupted war that could have been detrimental to the public politically, socially and economically. 
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